Savannah River Basin

Extreme Drought Modeling Alternatives

Base (No Action)
1. Level 3 and Level 4 operations as described in the current Savannah River Basin Drought Contingency Plan with temporary deviation.  
2. 3600 cfs daily minimum target at Thurmond in Level 3

3. At Level 4 transition to outflow = inflow

Alternative 1 (pre-emptive reduction without seasonality)
1. Would require executive level support and an expedited EA process
2. 3600 cfs minimum until June 31,2008

3. On 7/1/2008 start a 500 cfs/month reduction to 2600 cfs (other another infrastructure/biology based minimum) to bottom of the inactive pool
Alternative 2 (Pre-emptive reduction with seasonality)
1. 3600 cfs now to 8/31/2008
2. Starting 9/1/2008, reduce releases by 500 cfs/month to 2600 cfs
3. Taper releases back up by a 500 cfs/month increment on March 1st
4. Maintain 3600 releases April 1- August 31st
5. Reduce releases to 2600 cfs by 500 cfs/month increments September 1-March 31st (with one month transitions on each end)

Alternative 3 (Tapered reduction at Level 4)

1. At Level 4, reduce releases by 500 cfs/month to 2600 cfs

2. Hold 2600 cfs indefinitely to the bottom of the inactive pool

Alternative 4 (3600 cfs to Empty)

1. Hold 3600 cfs minimum release through any outlet available until the bottom of the Inactive pool.

2. At bottom of Inactive, outflow = inflow 

